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DELAWARE COAST PROTECTION PROJECT 

FLOOD CONTROL AND COASTAL EMERGENCY REPAIR 
INDIAN RIVER INLET NORTH SHORE  

SUSSEX COUNTY, DELAWARE 
 

Pursuant to Section 102 of the National Environmental Policy Act, Section 10 of the 
Rivers and Harbors Act and Section 404 of the Clean Water Act, NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
THAT the Philadelphia District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, has completed a draft 
Environmental Assessment (EA) and Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) for public and 
agency review, which provides an evaluation of the proposed beach restoration project for the 
Indian River Inlet North Shore utilizing the Indian River Inlet interior flood shoal as a sand 
source.  The draft EA/FONSI is being issued pursuant to 33 CFR 230.10 and 230.11 and is 
intended to address the potential environmental effects from the proposed Flood Control and 
Coastal Emergency Repair of the Indian River Inlet shoreline protection project along the 
Atlantic Coast of Sussex County, Delaware (Figure 1).  
 
 This document is based on the need to repair the beach project in accordance with PL 84-
99 Flood Control and Coastal Emergencies (33 U.S.C. 701n) from damages associated with the 
Federal disaster declaration for Hurricane Sandy last October.  The goals of the project are to 
repair the beach and the associate scour that resulted during Hurricane Sandy (Figure 2).  In 
addition, this project will provide important protection to Delaware State Route 1 and the Indian 
River Inlet bridge infrastructure.    
 
 The effects of Hurricane Sandy on the Indian River Inlet North Beach were significant 
and are discussed in the referenced EA document.  Based on post-storm surveys of the flood 
shoal conducted in February 2013, approximately 520,000 cubic yards of sand are required to 
restore the sand quantity lost during Hurricane Sandy and restore the beach to the 1984 (Indian 
River Inlet) beach template.   The plan is to dredge the Inlet flood shoal to the approximate depth 
of -24 ft NAVD and place the material on the North Shore beach.  Dredging the flood shoal will 
provide sufficient material to protect the North Shore and based on samples, the material consists 
mostly of sand (> 90%) (Figure 3).  The Indian River Inlet North Shore beach has received 
numerous sand placements over the last 70 years from the flood shoal and other sources. 
Representative plans (plan and cross section views) can be seen in Figures 4-7.  
 

The EA was prepared in accordance with National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 
regulations, the Council on Environmental Quality’s regulations for implementing NEPA and 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Procedures for Implementing NEPA, Engineering Regulation 
(ER) 200-2-2.  The EA evaluates existing environmental, cultural, and socio-economic 
conditions at the proposed project site and the effects of the project on existing resources in the 
immediate and surrounding areas.  This document is being made available to the appropriate 
Federal, state, and local agencies; and other public interests.   
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Figure 1. Indian River Inlet Vicinity Map 
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Figure 2.  Project Location Map
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Figure 3.  Indian River Inlet Flood Shoal Borrow Area Existing Bathymetry (Proposed Dredging Depth is to -24 ft. NAVD) 
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Figure 4.  Indian River Inlet North Shore General Plan 
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Figure 5.  Indian River Inlet North Shore Beachfill Plan (northern end). 
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Figure 6.  Indian River Inlet North Shore Beachfill Plan (southern end).  
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Figure 7: Indian River Inlet North Shore Beachfill (Typical Cross Section) 
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